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Famous Indee Artwork 

This beautiful poinsettia was created by Rhianna Theisen from Mrs. 

Sonsalla's fourth grade.  She did a marvelous job utilizing the "recipe" she 

learned in art class to create value (dark to light) using oil pastels.  Happy 

Holidays!    
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Independence K-12 1st Semester Art 

To see more artwork, look at the Independence K-12 Art Facebook Page and Like Us. 
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Vine Line and staff access to enhanced curriculum and 

improved knowledge.  Thank you to the board 

of education for having the foresight and vision 

to keep our students and staff up to date in the 

area of technology.  

     In October the Sp. Ed department complet-

ed the mandatory Department of Public In-

struction’s self-assessment, which includes se-

lected requirements of IDEA 2004 and state 

law, which are closely related to improving stu-

dent outcomes. Twenty randomly selected Indi-

vidual Education Plans (IEPs) and evaluations 

were reviewed and found to be in compliant 

with all federal and state laws.  Thanks to the 

special education staff and Wendy Stuttgen for 

ensuring that our students receive education 

plans in compliance with special education re-

quirements intended to help those students 

reach their potential.    

     In the Middle School/High School there has 

been a significant reduction in the student dis-

cipline issue for the first three months of this year 

as compared to the first three months of the 

2013-14 school year.  This year discipline refer-

rals are down by almost 200 referrals as com-

pared to last year.  Congratulations to the Mid-

dle School and High School staff and Mr. 

Schmitt for their commitment to maintaining 

high expectations. 

     I continue to be impressed by our students 

and their many accomplishments.  We are 

blessed with many caring students and 

staff.  There is little doubt, 2015 and the years 

ahead will be filled with many challeng-

es.  However, it is my sincere belief we have 

much to be thankful for.  At this time, I hope 

each of you will take time to appreciate the 

positive accomplishments of the past 

year.  May 2015 

be a year of joy, 

peace, good 

health, and 

prosperity for 

each of you.  

Happy Holidays & 

Celebrate Students and Staff  

 
     As 2014 comes to a close and each of us 

attempts to balance the demands of family, 

work, and celebrate the holidays, it is easy to 

become a bit overwhelmed.  It is also at this 

time of the year that it seems appropriate to 

reflect on the past year and thereby take the 

time to acknowledge some accomplishments 

as well as some of the efforts by staff and stu-

dents to make a difference for others.  The Unit-

ed States educational system is the envy of 

most nations in the world.   

     In November the Independence School Dis-

trict was recognized by the Department of Pub-

lic Instruction (DPI) for exceeding the target ex-

pectations for improvement by students with 

Limited English Proficiency.  For 2013-14 Forty-

One (41) percent of our students were ex-

pected to improve in Reading.  In that year For-

ty Seven (47) percent im-

proved.  Congratulations to Holly Knutson, ELL 

coordinator and all staff for the hard work they 

do to help every student every day.  It takes a 

very specific set of skills to help students learn-

ing a second language.  Our staffs, with Holly’s 

guidance, were willing to study those strategies 

and do what it takes to help our growing num-

ber of Spanish speaking students.  

     At the start of the 2103-14 school twenty-six 

(26) percent of our students in grades Kinder-

garten through 5th grade were reading at or 

above their grade level.  At the start of the 2014

-15 school year fifty-One (51) percent of this 

year’s Kindergarten through 5th grade students 

were reading at or above grade level.  Thank 

you classroom teachers, and Reading Specialist 

Tim Foslin for all of your hard work in making a 

difference for all of our students.   

     In July 2014 the Board of Education author-

ized the district to purchase a laptop computer 

for every Middle School and High School Stu-

dent.  These have greatly increased our student  
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Mapping Curriculum for Success were standards that would be covered when 

the higher priority standards were mastered. 

     The process to organize these standards is 

called “mapping”.  To make these “maps” as 

efficient and useful as possible the district pur-

chased a license to a software product called 

Mastery Connect.  This software not only allows 

teachers to house their standards, but also has 

“trackers” to help teachers assess if the stand-

ards have been mastered.  This assists in the se-

cond question, “How will we know they know 

it?”  In addition to those tools the software also 

allows our teachers to network and share 

knowledge and assessments with teachers from 

all over the nation using an interface that 

would be similar to Facebook.  It’s a great tool 

and our next step is to eventually allow paren-

tal access to some of the information currently 

stored with this software. 

     All in all it is a very exciting time for our Dis-

trict.  The tools and philosophy we are using are 

definitely a shift in some traditional methods, 

but our methodology is based on research and 

data.  This change is sometimes hard to ac-

cept, but is essential to give our students the 

best opportunity to learn and compute in our 

modern world.  It is an essential step into mak-

ing us the “Best School Ever”. 

 

Bärry Schmitt 

6-12 Principal 

     The last few years at Independence have 

been a time of progressive change in the 

School District.  Most notably was the change in 

the schedule from the block schedule to the 

current 7-period schedule with an advisory time 

at the beginning of the day and an interven-

tion/enrichment block at the end of the day.  

This year the most notable change was the dis-

tribution of laptop computers to all of our 6-12 

students.  The culture of a professional learning 

community and time devoted to collaboration 

among peers has also been a significant philo-

sophical change.   

     There are four questions that schools in a 

professional learning community ask when they 

begin their transformation.  The first is “What do 

we want our students to know?”  The next three 

are “How will we know they know it?”, “What 

do we do if they don’t?”, and “What do we do 

if they do?”   

     Last year we spent a great deal of time dis-

cussing and answering the first question.  Alt-

hough these questions are simple enough, 

much time and energy by educators across the 

district, state, and nation has gone into answer-

ing this question.  The Common Core State 

Standards in Reading/Language Arts and 

Mathematics is an example of an answer to the 

question.  Our District used these standards to 

develop our “Power” Standards in Reading Lan-

guage Arts and Mathematics, but the other 

subject areas weren’t so lucky to have such a 

resource.  They needed to develop their 

“Power” Standards from either State or National 

standards that have been used or from profes-

sional organizations in the field of education.    

Our teachers used guidelines to rate content 

standards into three categories, “Need to 

Know”, “Important to Know”, and “Nice to 

Know”.  The “Need to Know” standards were 

those that we felt were absolutely essential for 

our students to be college and career ready. 

“Important to Know” are those that would be 

beneficial for most of the students as they pro-

gress in their education and “Nice to Know”  

Independence Public School       Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us  



 

      

Baseball Project Appreciation 

     Darin Pape is shown receiving a plaque from 

Bärry Schmitt (Athletic Director) and Joe Bräg-

ger (School Board President) in appreciation for 

all his work in heading up the baseball field pro-

ject. 

     The Independence Booster Club has pur-

chased 30 purple gym chairs to be used at ath-

letic events.  (See picture) Any individuals or 

businesses that would like to sponsor a chair 

should contact Mr. Schmitt at 985-3172.  This 

would place your name or the name of the 

business on the back of 

the back-rest for public 

view.  The cost to spon-

sor one chair is $85.  For 

two chairs the cost 

would be $150.  For 

more than two chairs a 

sponsorship fee would 

be negotiated.  Thank 

you for your support. 

Booster Seeking Chair Sponsors 
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Santa Stops for a Visit 

     On Friday, December 5th, Santa and Mrs. 

Claus stop in to school to see the students in 

Kindergarten – 3rd grade.   He was making a list 

and checking it twice!  While Mrs. Claus hand-

ed out candy canes to the students. 
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Oratorical Scholarship Contest 

     The Annual American Legion Oratorical 

Scholarship Contest was held Monday Decem-

ber 1st at IHS.  This is one of the largest local 

scholarships available to Independence Stu-

dents and they may compete in each year of 

high school.   

     Participants must prepare an 8-10 minute 

speech on any part of the US Constitution they 

wish.  

 1st place and $1000 award  was earned 

by  Sophie Woychik 

 2nd place and $500 awards was earned by 

Madelyn Woychik 

 3rd place and a $300 award was earned by 

Jonathan Warner.  

L to R:   Bob Luethi, Jonathan Warner, Sophie 

Woychik, Anna Brägger, Brittny Brown, Madelyn 

     The Independence Booster Club hosted a 

"Hunting Partner Big Buck Contest" over this 

year's 9-day deer gun season.  The contest was 

open to any Independence Public middle 

school or high school student.  Participants, with 

a $3 entry fee, were randomly assigned a hunt-

ing partner and together competed as a 

team.  Forty participants signed up, comprising 

20 different teams, and any buck harvested 

was brought in to school for Mr. McConnell to 

officially score according to the Boone and  

Independence Public School       Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us  

“Big Buck” Contest 

L to R:   Blane Olson, Zane Palkowski, Brennan 

Christianson, Dayne Keenan 

Crockett scoring system.   All paid participants 

were edible for over $300.00 in donated prizes 

from local businesses, organizations, and fami-

lies.  Any individual that brought in a buck re-

ceived an additional entry into the draw-

ing.  This years winner was a unique team.  Dur-

ing the drawing of partners, a student had ac-

cidentally entered his name in the contest 

twice, leaving the last person drawn with no 

partner.  After asking if any other students were 

willing to enter, Mr. McConnell allowed Ben 

Marsolek (the last person selected) to select 

any Independence Public School staff member 

as his partner, he selected Mr. McConnell.   In 

the end Mr. McConnell and Ben Marsolek rec-

orded the highest team total giving them top 

honors.  Mr. McConnell decided to transfer his 

award to Gina Gamroth who took the highest 

scoring buck of students entered.  The Inde-

pendence Booster Club would like to thank all  

the following who donated to the competition, 

and they hope to host again next year.  

 

Mississippi Valley Whitetails Unlimited 

Central Builders Supply 

Bushy's Meat Market 

Troy's Gas and Grub 

Pietrek's Service Station 

Indee Mini Mart 

Independence FFA 

Scott and Dana McConnell     
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     Independence High School sent 10 students 

to Milwaukee on December 6 and 7 to partici-

pate in an all state field trip in the arts.  Chaper-

one, Tracy Halama, along with 6 parents, and 

the students joined nearly 200 other Wisconsin 

high school students as they attended more 

than four different arts events representing dif-

ferent art forms:  visual arts, dance, music, and 

theater. 

     The art forms of music and theater were well 

represented in the Broadway Theatre’s The Wiz-

ard of Oz, the Milwaukee Repertory Theater’s 

Harvey, but perhaps, the most popular event 

was The Lion King.  The national tour of this Dis-

ney musical skillfully demonstrates how several 

artists can collaborate on a creative piece.  

The original production and subsequent touring 

productions are designed by famed Julie Tay-

mor. 

     Students had a chance to experience the 

arts on a professional level and meet other stu-

dents in the state with interests in the arts.  Par-

ticipating high school students were:  Nicole 

Skroch, April Skroch, Darby Smieja, Hannah 

Halama, Barbara Suchla, Abby Przybilla, Hillary 

Halama, Anna Skroch, Tessa Bragger, and Bayli 

Truog. 
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Christmas in Milwaukee 

L to R:   Nicole Skroch, April Skroch, Darby Smieja, 

Hannah Halama, Barbara Suchla, Abby Przybilla, Hillary 

Halama, Anna Skroch, Tessa Brägger, 

Bayli Truog 

Veteran’s Day Program 

     Independence Public School and Saints Pe-

ter and Paul students and faculty, community 

members and special guests honored local vet-

erans with song, speeches and a presentation 

of colors at the annual Veterans Day assembly. 

     On Tuesday, Nov. 11, with several veterans in 

attendance, the Independence High School 

Band opened the assembly with a rousing 

march. After the posting of the colors by Ameri-

can Legion Post 186 Colorguard, IHS Student 

Council President Hillary Halama led the assem-

bly in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

     The Indee Singers, Saints Peter and Paul Mid-

dle School Choir, and the Independence Mid-

dle School Choir all sang tributes to our country 

and veterans.   “Taps” was assisted by Alex Tru-

og.  

     Following a speech by American Legion Post 

186 commander Robert Luethi, the Independ-

ence High School Band, directed by Mrs. Pam-

ela Lehmeier performed “Marches of the 

Armed Forces” and asked all veterans to stand 

as their service song was played. 

     The program concluded with the veterans 

and community members being invited to stay 

for lunch in the Veterans Hospitality Room. 

L to R):   Ardell Melby and Roger Melby 

http://www.dedham.k12.ma.us/dms/
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Elementary School Perfect Attendance 1st Quarter 

4K 

Lucian Ambriz Bustos 

Travaires Conner 

Josephine Gamroth 

Rachael Hovey  

Carson Klimek  

Marcos Mendoza  

Evelyn Suchla  

Hadley Sylla  

Kindergarten 

Madison  Dittner 

Cayden Faldet-Platteter  

Eduardo Hernandez 

Emily Hovey  

Dalton Jasin 

1st Grade 

Kaelyn  Dittner 

Gavin Konter 

Brennan Steinke 

Independence Public School       Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us  

PBIS INDEE PRIDE WINNERS 

2014-2015 First Quarter 

2nd Grade 

Kendra Klimek 

3rd Grade 

Jacob Heiden 

Adison Pronschinske 

Kaylee Pronschinske 

Xavier Santillan 

Diego Tomas Pascual 

Evan Daniel Vasquez Aguilar 

 

4th Grade 

Mason  Gierok  

Kiley Przybilla 

Carson Rajkowski 

Rheanna Steinke 

 

5th Grade 

Melinda  Aguilar 

Brayden  Crebo 

Weston  Gamroth 

Alan Hernandez Sandoval  

Avery Pape 

Mackenzie Taylor 

The Elementary School will continue the Indee Pride imitative for K-5 students.  Each quarter a stu-

dent from each classroom is selected to receive a certificate and Indee Pride sign making improve-

ments in Reading, Math, or behavior.  Following are the winners for the first quarter. 

KINDERGARTEN 

 
 

READING MATH BEHAVIOR 

Justyce Rumphol Issac Halvorson Annaleli Coronado 

Tomas 

Alisyn Conrad Hidver Monroy 

Montalvo 

Ava Knopps 

 Daisy 

Maldonado 

Ortiz 

Jaelyn 

Pronschinske 
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First Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Grade 

 

 

Third Grade 

 

 

 

Fourth Grade 

 

 

 

Fifth Grade 

 

 

 

READING MATH BEHAVIOR 

Kaelyn Dittner Owen Gierok Yolanda Bautista 

Santiago 

 Preston Solberg  

READING MATH BEHAVIOR 

Savanna Conner Sam Marsolek Noah Amador 

Henry Esteban Diaz Drew Bragger  

READING MATH BEHAVIOR 

Kaylee Pronschinkse Adison 

Pronschinske 

Jasmine 

Montalvo 

Perla Garcia Gracie 

Rombalski 

Carlos Montalvo 

READING MATH BEHAVIOR 

Damon Connor Rheanna 

Steinke 

Bianca Najera 

Luis Esteban Diaz Andi Laehn Noah Heiden 

READING MATH BEHAVIOR 

Kevin Halvorson Brayden Crebo Chloe Cooper 

Avery Pape Weston 

Gamroth 

Agustina Romero 
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Mississippi Valley Gifted and Talented Fall Update 

      On October 28th, Amy Lien, Alyssa Kulig, 

Ashley Lundgren, Jorgiann Gierok, Aaron 

Hunter and Miguel Diaz traveled to Black River 

Falls, to compete against other area schools in 

the 8th Grade Quiz Bowl. This event was put on 

by the Mississippi Valley Gifted and Talented 

Network. The students took 5th Place but had a 

very rewarding and enjoyable experience. 

They won 2 of the 4 matches they competed in 

and did an excellent job representing our dis-

trict. Way To Go Students!  

 

Independence Public School       Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us  

On November 18th, Adison Pronschinske, 

Jayden Matchey, Seb Sonsalla, Gracie Rombal-

ski, Kaylee Pronschinske, and Tayler Lambright 

participated in the 3rd Grade Creative Problem 

Solving day at the Blair-Taylor School District. 

Students were lead by the the Blair-Taylor Na-

tional Honor Society Members through a num-

ber of problems and had to work with other stu-

dents to solve them. They had to creatively un-

tie themselves, build structures using certain 

supplies and think like a scientist. These students 

had a great time thinking outside of the box to 

problem solve and create throughout the day.  

 

     The Open Enrollment Application Season for the 2015-16 School Year is February 2, 2015 - April 30, 

2015.  

     If you have any questions, please contact the DPI at openenrollment@dpi.wi.gov. or call toll free:  

888-245-2732 

 

What is Open Enrollment? 

     The inter-district public school open enrollment program allows parents to apply for their children 

to attend public school in a school district other than the one in which they reside. 

 

Who can apply? 

     Any Wisconsin resident in five-year-old kindergarten to grade 12 may apply to attend a nonresi-

dent school district under the open enrollment program. However, a child may transfer to a nonresi-

dent school district for early childhood education or four-year-old kindergarten only if the child’s resi-

dent school district offers the same type of program and only if the child is eligible for that program 

in the resident school district. 

Public School Open Enrollment 

mailto:openenrollment@dpi.wi.gov
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When can parents apply? 

     The regular open enrollment application pe-

riod for the 2015-16 school year begins on Feb-

ruary 2, 2015, and ends at 4:00 pm on April 30, 

2015. The best way to apply is online (a link to 

the online application is at the top of this page 

during the application period). 

An alternative application procedure allows 

pupils to apply for open enrollment at any time 

during a school year if certain criteria are met.  

 

Can applications be denied? 

     Both the nonresident and resident school dis-

tricts may deny an application for reasons 

specified in state law.  If an application is de-

nied by either the resident or nonresident 

school district, the parent may file an appeal 

with the DPI within 30 days. The DPI is required 

to affirm the school district’s decision unless the 

DPI determines that the decision was arbitrary 

or unreasonable. 

 

How do students get to school? 

     Parents are responsible to provide transpor-

tation to and from school in the nonresident 

school district, except that transportation re-

quired in a child’s IEP must be provided by the 

nonresident school district. A nonresident or resi-

dent school district is permitted (but not re-

quired) to provide transportation to open en-

rolled pupils, however the nonresident school 

district is prohibited from picking up or dropping 

off a pupil within the boundaries of the pupil’s 

resident school district unless the resident school 

district agrees.  Low-income parents may apply 

to the DPI for reimbursement of a portion of 

their transportation costs. 

 

Football 
Participants:  Shawn Boland, Hunter Fredrickson, 

Russell Heiden, Dayne Keenan, Dustin Knopps, 

Isaac Pape, Jesse Pientok, Ian Pfaff, Tyler Slabik, 

and Nick Bangiorno  
 

Letter Winners: Cody Blaha, Josh Conrad, Aaron 

Gierok, Andrew Grulkowski, Bryan Morales, 

Blane Olson, Dakota Waletzko, Jonathan Warn-

er, Dylan Boland, Brennan Christianson, Steven 

Gamroth, Justin Gierok, Alex Grulkowski, Ben 

Heiden, Henry Pfaff, Jose Salazar, John Brägger, 

Desmond Davis, Connor Cooke, Weston Gum-

bert, Nick Halama, Dayton Keenan, Nick Koval, 

Cole Smieja, Weston Werlein, Ace Whitwam, 

Austen Whitwam, Ben Woychik, and Alec Woz-

ney  

 

Most Improved:  Nick Halama and Justin Gierok  
 

Most Valuable:   Austen Whitwam and Des-

mond Davis  

 

Lineman of the Year:  Desmond Davis  

 

All Conference Team 
First Team Offense:  Desmond Davis, Nick Koval, 

Ace Whitwam, and Austen Whitwam 
 

First Team Defense: Desmond Davis, John Bräg-

ger, Ace Whitwam, and Austen Whitwam 
 

Second Team Offense: Dayton Keenan, and 

Weston Gumbert 

 

Second Team Defense:  Weston Gumbert, and 

Alex Grulkowski 
 

Honorable Mention Offense: Justin Gierok, Alex 

Grulkowski 
 

Honorable Mention Defense: Nick Halama  

Independence Public School       Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us  

Fall Awards Night 2014 
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Volleyball 
Participants:  Bailie Bautch, Brittny Brown, Tayea 

Campbell, Olivia Conrad, Lupita Madrigal, 

Heather Marsolek, Jazmin Nielsen, Alexis Noble 

Meraz, Chelsea Rachel, Elizabeth Rivera, April 

Skroch, Darby Smieja, Barbara Suchla, and Su-

san Thoma  
 

Letter Winners:  Lacey Filla, Sara Filla, Gina Gam-

roth, Emily Guza, Jaydin Guza, Hannah Halama, 

Hillary Halama, Cheyenne Loewenhagen, Sara 

Marsolek, Anna Skroch, and Morgan Speltz  

 

Most Improved:  Hillary Halama  
 

Most Valuable:   Morgan Speltz (Offense), and   

Emily Guza (Defense)  

 

All Conference Team 
Second Team: Morgan Speltz 
 

Honorable Mention :  Emily Guza  

 

 

 

 

Cross Country 
Boy Letter Winners:  Dustin Skroch, Colton Bork, 

Jordan Speltz, Dustin Marsolek, Nathan Warner,  

and Christopher Warner  

 

Girl Letter Winners:  Cassidy Kabus, Madelyn 

Woychik, Tessa Bragger, Caitlyn Cooper, and 

Sophia Woychik  

 

Most Improved:  Dustin Marsolek and Tessa Brag-

ger  
 

Most Valuable:  Christopher Warner and Cassidy 

Kabus  
 

All Conference Team 
First Team:  Christopher Warner and Cassidy Ka-

bus  
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Cheerleading 
Participants:  Alexis Noble-Meraz, Kellie Woychik, 

Nicole Skroch, Heather Marsolek, Aliyah Walen-

tin, and Makayla Saul 

 

Letter Winners:  Dabry Smieja, Sophie Woychik, 

Miranda Stegerwald, Paige Lieberman, Brittny 

Brown, Susan Thoma, Tessa Bragger, Maddie 

Woychik, and Abby Przybilla 

 

Academic All-Conference 
Dylan Boland, Tessa Bragger, Brittny Brown, Bren-

nan Christianson, Caitlyn Cooper, Lacey Filla, 

Sara Filla, Gina Gamroth, Aaron Gierok, Justin 

Gierok, Alex Grulkowski, Andrew Grulkowski, Emi-

ly Guza, Jaydin Guza, Hannah Halama, Hillary 

Halama, Nick Halama, Cassidy Kabus, Dayton 

Keenan, Nick Koval, Cheyenne Loewenhagen, 

Sara Marsolek, Blane Olson, Abby Przybilla, Dar-

by Smieja, Morgan Speltz, Susan Thoma, Dakota 

Waletzko, Christopher Warner, Jonathon Warn-

er, Nathan Warner, Ace Whitwam, Austen Whit-

wam, Madelyn Woychik, Sophia Woychik, and 

Alec Woychik 

Please continue collecting for our school.  The money earned 

goes towards field trips for students in grades 4K through 

eighth grade.  We are also using the money right now to help 

supply those in need with winter apparel.  Items that you can 

collect and bring to school include: 

We Appreciate Your Support! 

 Box Tops 

 Milk Caps 

 Donuts to Dough 

 Computer Ink Cartridges 

 Target Take Charge of 

Education 

 Pop Tabs 

 Campbells Soup Labels 

 Office Depot Back to 

Schools Program 

 Our Town Receipts 

 Cans for Kids 
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Academic Decathlon 

Competition 

     After ten weeks of preparation, the Aca-

demic Decathlon team traveled to La Crosse 

Logan High School on November 10th for their 

local competition.  They competed against four 

other teams: two teams from Sparta and two 

teams from La Crosse Logan.  The team com-

pleted examinations in the subjects of math, 

social science, language & literature, art, mu-

sic, and economics.  Team members included 

Christopher Warner, Dayton Keenan, Nathan 

Warner, Caitlyn Cooper, Hailey Skroch, Brittny 

Brown, Miranda Stegerwald, and Jonathan 

Warner.  Dayton Keenan achieved the highest 

average score on the team and had the high-

est individual score on the science test.  Caitlyn 

Cooper tallied the highest team score on the 

economics exam, and Brittny Brown recorded 

the highest score in music. Jonathan Warner 

had the highest team score on the Language 

and Literature exam, while Hailey Skroch scored 

the highest in Math and Art.  It was a balanced 

attack from the team with everyone contrib-

uting to our overall score.  Congratulations to 

the team and thank you for all your hard work 

and efforts this fall. 

 

Darin M. Gray 

Academic Decathlon Advisor 

     The Independence Drama Club had their 

annual performance on Friday, November 14 

and Saturday, November 15 at 7:30PM in the 

auditorium. This year’s production was Scott 

Haan’s “Annie Play Will Do”, a comedy about a 

miscommunication in the school’s drama de-

partment that results in chaos on the stage.  

     “The students worked very hard with their 

production and I’m very proud of them,” said 

Miss Marsolek, the drama coach for the 2014-

2015 school year. “This was a challenging play, 

especially for our lead actors, but they all en-

joyed working on the play. They laughed a lot, 

and the great thing about this play was that 

they could laugh while the audience laughed 

with them.” 

     The drama department would like to extend 

their thanks to Richard Hayter, Russ Niedzielko, 

Keith  Pronschinske, and Gene Kohnert for help-

ing stage set-up and preparing for the show. 

They would also like to thank Julie Manor, Deb 

Marsolek, Lynette Speltz, Danielle Lahr, Pamela 

Lehmeier, and Pat Halama for all of their help 

and assistance with putting things together for 

the big show, as well as a special thank you to 

the parents of the cast and crew for contrib-

uting to concessions. Finally, Miss Marsolek 

would like to issue a big thanks to her cast and 

crew; without their hard work and dedication, 

this show would not be possible. 

Drama Play 
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     Over the last two months the Indees have 

been putting their massive brains to work 

against some of the brightest from other schools 

in the area in High Quiz Bowl. We struggled to 

keep our numbers over the time period but 

managed to always have enough for our varsi-

ty team to compete. We had several core stu-

dents that made up the group including our 

literary expert Hailey Skroch, our math genius 

Haley Christianson, our sports aficionado Alex 

Truog, and our master of minutia Nathan Warn-

er. These four were at almost every high quiz 

bowl meet and helped earn most of our points. 

Throughout the season we were also able to 

snag the help of the intelligent minds of Alexis 

Noble Meraz, Vincent Skroch, Colton Bork, Hen-

ry Pfaff, and Brennan Christianson. All together 

the Indees put up a great fight and really 

flexed our mental muscles in the matches. Mr. 

Nix really enjoyed being their coach this year 

and looks forward to the competitions next 

year!   

    

In the fall of each school year the Inde-

pendence National Honor Society chapter se-

lects its’ new members for the current school 

year. The students who are eligible based on 

grade point average of 10.0 receive a letter 

inviting them to apply to become a member of 

the Independence National Honor Society for 

the current school year.  In order to apply the 

students need to complete an application form 

that is based upon the following aspects 

“Scholarship, Leadership, Character, and Ser-

vice,” which are the main pillars of the National 

Honor Society.  The application consists of the 

following tasks: describing their leadership posi-

tions in both the school and outside communi-

ty, volunteer/service work they have participat-

ed in, extracurricular activities that they belong 

to, and a written description describing why 

they feel they should be a member of the Na-

tional Honor Society here at Independence 

High School.   

Once students have finished their applica-

tion the teaching staff at the Independence 

High School assesses each application. The 

teaching staff assesses the applications based 

on the students’ “Scholarship, Leadership, Char-

acter, and Service” as the applicants need to 

score high in each category.   Once the staff 

members have completed this there is an all 

staff meeting in which the final members are  

Independence Public School       Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us  

National Honor Society High Quiz Bowl 



 

      Clubs/Academic News                   Page 15 

What do I need to know about the Common 

Core?  

     There is much information; some myth, some 

fact, some negative, some positive about the 

Common Core State Standards.  We hope that 

our parents and community members will take 

the time to truly understand the CCSS.  In the 

next several newsletters we will share with you 

some key main points taken from 

achievethecore.org.  As always, we welcome 

your questions and feedback on this and all as-

pects of your child’s education.  

     By the 1990’s, most states had a set of stand-

ards that determined what students should 

know and be able to do at each grade level, 

but they were different for each state.  This 

meant that children in one state were 

Independence Public School       Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us  

learning different things at different times (and 

in different years) than children in anoth-

er.  When students came into classrooms from 

another state, we had to spend a lot of time 

finding out what they knew or didn’t 

know.  Between states, teachers would find a 

year or more difference in student expecta-

tions.  

     Additionally, the standards that were in 

place in each of the states were really long lists 

that typically kept getting longer with every 

new version.  So, even though there was the 

idea that standards could bring consistency to 

what was being taught within a state, there 

were far too many expectations in each sub-

ject in each grade to realistically expect teach-

ers to cover the material. Teachers were forced 

to make decisions each year about which 

standards to include and not include, leading 

to even more inconsistencies.  

     In 2007, governors and chief state school of-

ficers decided that the educational standards 

in their states needed to be updated to reflect 

new information about what it means to be 

college and career ready.  They agreed that 

there should be shared standards from kinder-

garten to twelfth grade.   

     The goal of these shared standards is to 

make sure students are well prepared to com-

pete internationally (the USA is currently ranked 

30th in the world in math and 20th, in reading, 

according to the Program for International Stu-

dent Assessment test results comparing students 

from 65 countries).  The old standards were of-

ten a collection of unrelated concepts that did 

not tie together from year to year, and students 

were left without crucial connections between 

previous concepts and new ones.  Teachers 

had to cover too many topics each year with-

out being able to teach them in depth.  Also, 

the standards typically saw 12th grade as the 

end point, rather than thinking about how to 

build a K-12 system that supports college and 

career expectations. The new standards, in 

contrast are connected from grade to grade 

and they hone in on specific areas for each  

selected.  The students are then notified of their 

acceptance verbally.   

For the current 2014-2015 school year the 

following students were accepted into the Na-

tional Honor Society:   Tessa Bragger, Lacey Fi-

lla, Morgan Speltz, Justin Gierok, Sophia 

Woychik, Austen Whitwam, and Anna Skroch. 

They were welcomed by Hillary Halama, Cody 

Kabus, Sara Filla, and Chirstopher Warner, 

which were accepted in the 2013-2014 school 

year.   The members of National Honor Society 

are required to attend monthly meetings in 

which they discuss various aspects and service 

work to be completed in the community.  In  

addition to the meetings, the National Honor 

Society members participate in a variety of ser-

vice or volunteer projects within the communi-

ty.  Such service activities include: hosting the 

lunch-in for the Veterans Day Ceremony, 

highway clean up, aiding at the choir holiday 

concert, volunteering at the reading outreach 

night, and various other service projects 

throughout the year.  Congratulations to all 

new members of the 2014-2015 school year. 

What Do I Need to Know About 

the Common Core? 
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     This past month the 

School District of Inde-

pendence applied for 

the Wisconsin Technolo-

gy Initiative Grant.  This 

grant provides funding to 

K-12 schools to advance 

the use of technology in learning environments 

throughout the state of Wisconsin. We have ap-

plied for this grant to provide consistency with 

the technology in all of our classrooms. With this 

grant we would be able to purchase and install 

15 new SMARTboards and projectors as well as  

The Independence Public Schools have re-

cently received word that the district has ex-

ceeded state and federal targets for achieve-

ment among Limited English Proficient (LEP) stu-

dents for 2013-2014. Each year state and feder-

al education laws hold districts accountable for 

the outcomes of LEP students, known as English 

Language Learners (ELLs). ELL students take a 

state-mandated English proficiency assessment, 

the ACCESS test, every winter in the areas of 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening. ELL stu-

dents receive a score in those four areas, as 

well as in oral language, literacy, and an over-

all composite score. The overall ACCESS com-

posite score factors into Annual Measurable 

Achievement Objectives (AMAOs), which hold 

districts accountable for progress in English lan-

guage acquisition among its LEP students. 

Independence Public School       Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us  

purchase 10 SMART 

document cameras. 

A SMARTboard is an 

interactive white-

board that uses 

touch recognition 

for user input. These 

boards and the soft-

ware that comes 

with them allow 

teachers to create lessons that engage our stu-

dents by getting them out of their desk to ma-

nipulate objects on the board, providing a 

hands- on experience. With the SMART docu-

ment camera teachers will be able to easily 

capture images, video and audio. The docu-

ment cameras transform complex lessons and 

abstract concepts into a hands-on learning en-

vironment. If awarded this grant the district will 

receive $50,000.00 to purchase both the 

SMARTboards and document cameras. We will 

hopefully be notified this month if our grant ap-

plication was accepted and approved.  

grade level, allowing children to truly master 

concepts before moving on.  

     We will continue to try and meet the needs 

of every student every day.  Stay tuned in up-

coming newsletters and the district website for 

more specifics on the common core.  If you 

would like to speak to a district staff member 

about what is happening with your student or 

at a particular grade level please contact Barry 

Schmitt, Middle School/High School Principal; 

Dawn Woychik, District Guidance Counselor or 

Paul Vine District Administrator/Elementary Prin-

cipal at 715-985-3172.   

     If you are interested in learning more about 

t h e  c o m m o n  c o r e  v i s i t 

www.coresstnadards.org/about-the-standards/

myths-vs-facts/  or for info in English and Spanish 

visit www.commoncoreworks.org/domain/131 

Wisconsin Technology 

Initiative Grant 

District Exceeds State and Feder-

al Goals on Increases for 

ELL Students 

http://www.coresstnadards.org/about-the-standards/myths-vs-facts/
http://www.coresstnadards.org/about-the-standards/myths-vs-facts/
http://www.commoncoreworks.org/domain/131
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For the 2013-2014 school year the AMAO goal required that 41% of ELLs would gain 0.4 or more in 

their composite English Language Proficiency (ELP) level score. The DPI data report shows that 47.2% 

of ELL students gained 0.4 or more on their composite ELP level score, which exceeded the state 

and federal goals! This means that not only has the district exceeded expected targets, but that 

more and more ELL students are progressing in their English language acquisition and are reaching 

English language proficiency comparable to native English speakers. Let’s keep up the great work! 

 

Holly Knudtson 

Independence Public School       Website:  www.indps.k12.wi.us  
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SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS NEEDED: 
 

      The School District of Independence is 

accepting applications for substitute 

teachers.  You must have a valid Wiscon-

sin teaching license or substitute teacher 

license.  

     If interested, please contact the District 

Office at 715-985-3172. 

    The yearbook is in need of your help. If 

you have fantastic pictures of our Indee 

students playing a sport, having fun 

cheering at a game, or just plain fun, 

candid pictures, please submit them to 

Alie Bultman so that we have a lot of pic-

tures to choose from for the yearbook this 

year. We are looking for all ages 4K-

Seniors. Please remember that all high 

school pictures will be considered for the 

high school yearbook and all elementary 

and middle school pictures will be consid-

ered for the elementary/middle school 

yearbook. Please take and send pictures 

throughout the school year. Please call 

Alie Bultman if you have any questions at 

715-985-3172, ext. 139 or via email at bult-

mana@indps.k12.wi.us. Submit pictures to 

her email as well.  

WANTED:  Yearbook Pictures 

Did you Know? 

     Did you ever find yourself not being 

able to attend a concert or event that 

one of your family members are a part 

of?  Well, don’t miss another event!  

Many of the events, including concerts, 

special presentations and graduation, 

are live streamed using the school’s Pol-

ycom camera.  On the day of the 

event, log into the school’s website 

(www.indps.k12.wi.us) and on the left 

side of the page there is a link called 

Indee TV Live.  If you are not available 

to watch it live, you can also click on 

the link Indee TV and there are archived 

events listed. 

tel:715-985-3172
mailto:bultmana@indps.k12.wi.us
mailto:bultmana@indps.k12.wi.us
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SCHOOL CLOSING DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER 
School District of Independence 

2014-2015 
********************************************************************** 

School Closings will also be posted on the Independence School District webpage 
and Facebook page, as well as a voicemail delivered to all families. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS WILL BE MADE ON THE FOLLOWING STATIONS: 
 

Whitehall   Eau Claire  LaCrosse  Black River Falls 
102.3 FM   CARP 99.9FM  WKTY 580AM  WWIS 99.7FM 
Winona   I-94 94.1FM  WIZM 1410AM  Tomah 
KWNO 1230AM  WAXX 104.5FM Z93 93.3FM  WZFR 94.5FM 
KG Country 1380AM  WAYY 790AM  WKBT TV 8  WTMB 1490 AM 
KG-95.3FM   COOL 92.9FM  WTRV 95.7 FM 89.9 
CD Country99.3FM  Z-100 100.7FM  CC 106.3  Eden Prairie, MN 
Soft Rock 101.1 FM  WEAU TV 13  MAGIC 105 104.9 KMSP 9 

ESPN 1150AM              EAGLE 102.7 
B-95 95.1 FM  Classic Rock 100.1 
ROCK 92.1 FM  ESPN 105.5 
News Talk 880 AM WLFN 1490 AM 
Sports Radio 1400 AM 
WQOW TV 18 
Moose Country 106.7 FM 
The Mix 98.1 FM 
 

www.wlcr.com  www.CC1063.com www.lacrosseradiogroup.net  www.indps.k12.wi.us 

http://www.wlcr.com/
http://www.cc1063.com/
http://www.lacrosseradiogroup.net/
http://www.indps.k12.wi.us/

